Title:

General Presentation Syllabus

The Airway Continuum

Intended Audience: ALS Providers
Length: 60-90 minutes

Brief Description:

From day one of the police academy, officers are indoctrinated with the concept
of the “use of force continuum.” Officers are trained that the continuum shows them the
levels of force available to them, but that the officer is expected only to use the force
necessary to make an arrest and/or deal with a threat. In comparison, many advanced
EMS providers believe that the only tool they have to manage an airway is endotracheal
intubation. The reality is that the ET tube is but one tool in the EMS airway management
toolbox, ranging from simple positioning of the patient all the way to establishing a
surgical airway. Join us in this presentation as we look at airway management in a new
way, via "The Airway Continuum."

Objectives:

1.

2.

3.

4.

Compare and contrast the “use of force continuum” with EMS airway management, and
discuss how it may be adapted for EMS purposes.

Discuss and describe the various BLS and ALS techniques of airway management and
their appropriate application.

Discuss and describe potential harmful sequelae resulting from inappropriately applied
invasive airway management.

Recognize the "red flag" conditions that indicate the potential need to skip to the far end
of "The Airway Continuum."

Resources Required: LCD projector, computer audio, wireless mouse, wireless microphone



